PARENTING AGREEMENT

BETWEEN

Jane Smith (D.O.B.: 30-02-75)
AND

John Smith (D.O.B.: 30-02-75)
REGARDING

Child (D.O.B.:  30-02-95)
And

Child (D.O.B.: 30-02-95)

DATE(s):   30 February 2014
A. BACKGROUND

Jane and John were in a relationship from February 1993 until their separation in February 2013. They are married on 30 February 1994.
There are two children from the relationship:  child, born ___/___/___, and child, born ___/___/___

B. PARENTING PLAN

Statement about equal shared parental responsibility.  The Family Law Act has a presumption that parents will share parental responsibility regardless of the living arrangements. If you both agree to this it can be worded as follows:
Jane and John agree that they will have equal shared parental responsibility for the children. This includes, but is not limited to, major long term decisions about religion, education and health care.

The parents agree that when the children are in Jane’s care she will have sole responsibility for day to day decisions about their care, and that when the children are in John’s care he will have sole responsibility for the day to day decisions about their care.

OR

Jane and John agree that they will share time with the children as follows:  

The children will live with Jane / John and will spend time with the other parent as agreed between the parents, but at a minimum:

Then write the agreement. Be as specific as possible, and use individual paragraphs for each item.
Remember to cover the specifics about changeovers (where, when, etc.), and to cover holidays, birthdays (including parents’ birthdays if that is important to you), Mother’s and Father’s Day, Christmas, and any other holidays important to you.

You can list agreements about special expenses (such as the parents agree to split private school tuition) but CANNOT say anything about child support (that is not handled by the court – it goes through the Child Support Agency)
Include a non-derogation clause:  This is an example:

The parents agree to display respect at all times in their interactions with each other and the children, continue clear  communication with each other and prioritize the childrens’ best interests ahead of their own needs or wants.

The parents agree they will not expose the children to any conflict and each parent agrees to refrain from saying anything negative in front of the children about the other parent.  This includes the other parent’s family, partner, home, vocation, etc.

C. AGREEMENT

SIGNED at Maleny by:   _______________________________________
Date:  ___/___/___   Signature:  ________________________________

SIGNED at Maleny by:   ______________________________________

Date:  ___/___/___   Signature:  ________________________________

